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Northwest  Nitro- Chemical  Plant  on  Production 
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Initial  40-ton  carload  of  a  predicted  annual 
production  of  140,000  tons  of  ammonium  nitrate  and 
phosphate  fertilizers  was  marketed  in  November  from 
the  new  Northwest  Nitro-Chemical  Ltd.  $23,000,000 
plant  at  Medicine  Hat.  This  shipment  of  "Nitro- 
Cubes",  official  trade  name  for  the  fertilizer,  was 
directed  to  Seattle,  Washington. 

The  plant  is  one  of  the  most  modern  examples 
of  automation  yet  seen  in  North  America.  Extremely 
small  staff  is  able  to  turn  out  hundreds  of  tons  of 
chemical  daily  by  use  of  expensive  electronic  equip- 
ment, specialized  chemical  tools  of  a  stainless  steel 
and  aluminum,  and  miles  of  conveyor  belts  and 
other  transportation  means.  The  maze  of  giant  pro- 
cessing units  are  entirely  automatic.  Four  full  teams 
of  shift  workers  keep  Northwest  on  a  24-hour  operat- 
ing schedule. 

The  chemical  fertilizer  company  is  managed  and 
operated  by  Commercial  Solvents  Corporation  of 
New  York,  and  employs  approximately  300  persons, 
Medicine  Hat's  largest  individual  enterprise.  Al- 
though the  plant  is  designed  for  fertilizer  production, 
it  possesses  unlimited  possibilities  as  a  pilot  for 
manufacture  of  all  petrochemicals  from  explosives 
to  plastics. 

Southern  Alberta  Pipelines  Ltd.,  a  subsidiary 
of  New  British  Dominion  Oil  Company  which  also 


owns  an  interest  in  the  plant,  is  supplying  natural 
gas  for  the  new  industry  from  its  field  at  Etzikom, 
46  miles  south  of  Medicine  Hat.  The  10-inch  pipeline 
from  the  field  has  a  carrying  capacity  of  19%  mil- 
lion cubic  feet  daily  without  compression;  or  up  to 
30  million  cubic  feet  with  compression. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Etzikom  field  contains 
approximately  140  billion  cubic  feet  of  recoverable 
natural  gas.  Nine  million  cubic  feet  of  gas  are 
currently  being  carried  to  the  plant  each  day.  Peak 
load  is  expected  to  rise  to  17  million  cubic  feet  in 
the  eighth  year  of  operation. 

Raw  materials  required  for  the  manufacture  of 
high  analysis  nitrogen  and  phosphate  chemical 
fertilizers  have  been  stockpiled  at  the  plant.  North- 
west will  use  approximately  40,000  tons  of  sulphur 
yearly,  obtained  from  the  Canadian  Gulf  Sulphur 
Company  at  Pincher  Creek.  The  sulphur  will  be 
shipped  as  a  molten  product  at  the  rate  of  135  tons 
daily.  Pincher  Creek  is  160  miles  southwest  of  Medi- 
cine Hat. 

Phosphate  rock  will  be  imported  from  Monida, 
Montana,  and  will  be  shipped  the  622  miles  by 
rail.  About  135,000  tons  will  be  used. 

From  this  supply  of  solids,  and  the  processing 
of  several  liquid  chemicals  from  natural  dry  gas, 

(Continued  on  Page  2) 


Financial  Institutions 


The  tremendous  economic  growth  of  the  province 
of  Alberta  has  been  reflected  in  the  expansion  of 
services  and  offices  of  financial  institutions  in  Al- 
berta. Since  the  end  of  the  war  Alberta  has  made 
rapid  progress  in  industrial  expansion,  a  marked 
change  from  her  traditional  agricultural  economy. 
Various  banks  and  other  financial  houses  have 
expanded  their  holdings  to  facilitate  the  increased 
demand  for  service. 

Near  the  end  of  1946  six  chartered  banks  and 
the  Alberta  Treasury  Branch  operated  227  branches 
throughout  Alberta.  In  ten  years  the  number  of 
branches  increased  to  365  while  the  number  of  staff 
had  increased  from  2,062  in  1946  to  3,922  in  1956. 

Provincial  bank  clearing  figures  are  even  more 
impressive.  In  1936  clearings  from  the  major  cities 
of  Edmonton,  Calgary,  Lethbridge  and  Medicine  Hat 
totalled  $1,096,155,091.  Ten  years  later  the  total  was 
$3,036,964,322.  In  1951  the  figure  increased  again 
to  $6,241,574,585. 

Gross  bank  clearings  for  the  eleven  month 
period  ended  November  30,  1956  was  $6,371,640,124. 

Six  chartered  banks,  Commerce,  Montreal,  Royal, 
Toronto-Dominion,  Nova  Scotia  and  Imperial  are 
represented  in  239  Alberta  communities  at  the 
present  time.  Ten  years  ago  they  were  located  in 
168  centres. 

In  addition,  the  Provincial  Treasury  Branches 
have  offices  in  142  cities,  towns  and  villages.  Of- 
fices include  49  branches,  85  agencies  and  eight 
sub-agencies.  In  1946  there  were  39  branches,  147 
agencies  and  nine  sub-branches  located  in  194  com- 
munities. Staff  during  this  period  increased  from 
320  to  400. 

Trust  companies  with  offices  in  Alberta  have 
also  expanded  operations  considerably  to  cope 
with  the  substantial  increase  in  volume  of  business. 
Assets  under  administration  have  increased  as  much 
as  100  percent.  Variation  in  the  value  of  money  has 
resulted  in  a  corresponding  change  in  the  dollar 
value  of  assets  administered  by  various  trust  com- 
panies. 

The  Bank  of  Montreal  leads  in  number  of 
branch  offices  in  Alberta  with  75  branches  in  61 
communities,  with  a  staff  of  948  persons.  The  Cana- 
dian Bank  of  Commerce  follows  closely  with  64 
branches  located  in  53  communities  and  a  total 
staff  of  802  persons.  The  Royal  Bank  of  Canada  is 
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represented  in  51  centres  by  64  branches.  Royal 
Bank  staff  totals  948  in  Alberta. 

The  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia  has  shown  the  most 
marked  growth  in  the  province  in  the  1946-1956 
period.  During  that  time  service  points  increased 
from  1 0  branches  in  eight  communities  to  40  branches 
in  29  centres.  Staff  increased  from  125  to  414. 

The  Imperial  Bank  of  Canada  currently  oper- 
ated 40  branches  in  25  localities,  an  increase  of  15 
branches  and  five  centres.  The  Toronto-Dominion 
Bank  is  represented  in  20  cities,  towns  and  villages. 
A  total  staff  of  387  operate  33  branches  of  the  bank. 

All  financial  institutions  regard  the  future  of 
the  province  with  great  optimism.  They  indicate 
the  diversified  industrial-agricultural  economy  is 
expected  to  build  Alberta  into  one  of  Canada's 
most  prosperous  provinces. 


Northwest  Nitro-Chemical  Plant 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

the  plant  is  calculated  to  have  an  annual  output  of 
140,000  tons  of  ammonium  nitrate  and  phosphate 
fertilizers. 

The  new  plant  will  take  huge  quantities  of 
water  from  the  South  Saskatchewan  River.  Pollution 
will  be  avoided  by  draining  effluent  into  a  settling 
pond  on  factory  grounds.  The  operation  will  be 
supervised  by  the  provincial  government.  Water  is 
used  for  processing  and  cooling  purposes.  Intake 
and  pumping  station  is  located  on  the  banks  ot 
the  river  about  one  mile  from  the  plant  site. 


TOWN  OF  LACONBE 

Location:  Section  30-40-26-W4  in  Census  Division 
No.  8.;  located  81  miles  south  of  Edmonton  on 
Highway  No.  2.  Served  by  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway,  three  branch  lines,  and  also  Highway 
No.  12. 

Altitude:  2,798  feet. 

Temperature:  Average  summer,  56  degrees;  average 
winter,  22  degrees;  average  annual,  36  degrees. 

Rainfall:  Average  annual  rainfall,  13.07  inches;  av- 
erage annual  snowfall,  39.3  inches;  average  an- 
nual total  precipitation,  17  inches. 

Geology:    Shales    and    sandstones    deposited  by 
-    streams  in  lakes  and  deltas  .  under ly  the  area. 
The  rocks  are  grouped  in  the  Paskapoo  forma- 
tion. At  one  time  they  were  several  hundred 
feet  -thick.  Only  a  fraction  remains. 

Soil:  Lacombe  lies  in  a  black  soil  zone  which  is 
among  the  most  fertile  in  the  province.  Soil 
profile  has  a  black  to  very  dark  brown  surface 
averaging  12-14  inches  in  depth.  Lime  layer  is 
found  30-40  inches  beneath  the  surface.  There 
is  three  to  four  times  as  much  nitrogen  and 
organic  matter  than  usually  found  in  similar 
soil. 

A  high  percentage  of  the  land  is  arable, 
being  used  for  mixed  farming  and  production 
of  cereals. 

History:  Railway  officials  named  the  town  in  1883 
honoring  the  famed  Roman  Catholic  Mission- 
ary, Father  Lacombe.  The  district  was  surveyed 
for  homesteads  the  same  year.  The  Edmonton- 
Calgary  railway  line  reached  the  hamlet  in 
1891.  It  was  incorporated  as  a  town  on  May 
10,  1902,  nine  years  after  the  first  post  office 
was  opened.  An  eight-bed  community  hospital 
was  built  by  public  subscription  in  1909.  A  new 
30-bed  community  hospital  was  built  in  1930 
and  a  27-bed  addition  opened  in  1949.  The 
first  purebred  bull  sale  was  held  at  Lacombe 
in  1909  and  has  been  held  annually  since.  A 
log  school  house,  built  in  1893,  has  given  way 
to  a  $300,000  high  school,  erected  in  1949. 

The  Seventh  Day  Adventists  established  a 
college  near  the  town  in  1916. 

Living  Conditions:  Lacombe  is  surrounded  by  a  rich, 
rolling  parkland,  dotted  with  lakes,  patches  of 
trees  and  cultivated  fields.  Recreation  facilities 
are  excellent  in  the  area.  An  artificial  ice  arena 
seats  3,500.  A  six-sheet  curling  rink,  a  nine-hole 
golf  course,  three  baseball  diamonds,  two  play- 
ground parks,  fair  grounds  and  a  1,100-foot  ski 
tow  provide  ample  opportunity  for  recreation. 
A  movie  theatre,  regional  library  and  many 
service  clubs  and  associations  provide  an  outlet 
for  public  service  and  spare  time  activities.  A 


Memorial  Building  with  stage,  dressing  rooms 
and  meeting  rooms,  has  a  seating  capacity  of 
1,600. 

Population:  2,854. 

Administration:  The  town  is  governed  by  a  mayor, 
elected  for  a  two-year  term,  and  six  councillors, 
two  elected  each  year  for  a  three  year  term. 
The  town's  affairs  are  administered  by  the  sec- 
retary-treasurer, in  accordance  with  the  policy 
set  by  council.  Utilities  and  public  works  are 
supervised  by  a  works  superintendent. 

Laws  and  Regulations:  The  town  is  policed  by  four 
constables.  Plans  for  new  buildings  and  major 
alterations  must  be  approved  by  public  works 
committee  and  town  planning  board.  Town  by- 
laws regulate  gas  installations. 

Fire  Protection:  A  volunteer  brigade  of  a  chief  and 
16  men  is  on  24-hour  call.  The  town  owns  two 
modern  fire-fighting  units. 

Tax  Structure:  Land  and  improvements  assessment 
based  at  value  is  $4,080,055.  The  tax  rate  is  56 
mills,  made  up  of  17.25  municipal,  33.25  school, 
and  5.5  hospital. 

Power:  Calgary  Power  Ltd.,  has  supplied  power  to 
Lacombe  since  1929.  Domestic  rate  charge  is 
$2.30  net  minimum  for  20  KWH  or  less,  and  1.5 
cents  per  KWH  over  20.  Commercial  service  en- 
ergy charge — first  50  KWH,  6  cents;  next  150  at  2 
cents,  all  over  200  KWH  at  1  Yz  cents.  Power 
energy  charge — first  100  KWH  per  month  per 
KVA  of  installation  at  3  Ms  cents  per  KWH;  over 
100  KWH  at  l2/3  cents  per  KWH.  A  ten  percent 
discount  is  allowed  on  charges. 


Water:  Water  is  obtained  from  three  eight-inch  wells 
300  feet  deep.  Each  well  has  an  8,640  gallon 
per  day  centrifugal  pump.  Water  is  pumped 
into  a  100,000  gallon  underground  reservoir  and 
then  into  a  10,000  gallon  hydro-pneumatic  tank 
which  maintains  a  pressure  between  55  and  60 
lbs.  p.s.i.  in  the  water  mains.  Minimum  charge 
is  $3  per  month  for  300  cubic  feet;  35  cents  per 
100  cubic  feet  for  the  next  2,700,  and  25  cents 
per  100  cubic  feet  for  all  over  2,700  cubic  feet. 

Fuel:  Natural  gas  is  supplied  from  the  Viking-Kinsella 
field  by  Northwest  Utilities  Ltd.  This  gas  has  a 
calorific  value  of  960  BTU  per  cubic  foot.  Diesel 
fuel  and  propane  gas  are  also  available.  Resi- 
dents are  able  to  buy  coal  from  the  nearby  Alix 
Field  strip  mines  at  $5  per  ton.  There  is  very 
little  used. 

Local  Resources:  Wheat  and  coarse  grains,  horses, 
cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  dairy  and  poultry  pro- 
ducts, straw,  honey,  sand  and  gravel,  oil  and 
natural  gas. 

Government  Offices  and  Services:  Federal:  Post 
office,  radio  station  CBX,  experimental  farm, 
one  troop  K.O.C.R.  (tanks).  Provincial:  Govern- 
ment Telephone  Office,  Provincial  Liquor  Store, 
Provincial  Treasury  Branch,  Lacombe  School 
Division  headquarters,  school  superintendent, 
public  health  nurse,  district  agriculturist,  police 
magistrate.  Municipal:  municipal  hospital,  school 
district  office,  Municipal  District  of  Lacombe 
headquarters,  fire  hall,  public  works  superin- 
tendent, police  department,  town  administration 
offices. 

Health  Services:  Lacombe  Municipal  Hospital  has 
a  capacity  of  52  beds  and  16  bassinets.  It  is 
staffed  by  17  graduate  nurses  including  the 
matron,  also  10  ward  and  nursing  aids.  Rates 
per  day:  ratepayers,  public  ward — $1.60,  semi- 
private  —  $1.60,  private  —  $2.60;  non-ratepayers, 
public  ward- — $10.50,  semi-private — $10.50,  pri- 
vate—$11.50. 

There  are  six  doctors,  two  dentists,  two 
drug  stores,  one  chiropractor,  one  optometrist 
and  one  masseur. 

Professional  and  Skilled  Services  (excluding  health): 

Auditors  and  public  accountants,  barristers  and 
lawyers,  beauty  parlor  operators,  barbers,  watch 
repairs,  funeral  director. 

Transportation:  Lacombe  is  served  by  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway,  Greyhound  Bus  Lines,  Cana- 
dian Coach  ways  Ltd.,  Cardinal  Coach  Lines, 
numerous  trucking  services  and  two  taxi  stands. 

Communication:  Alberta  Government  Telephones, 
Canadian  Pacific  Telegraphs,  post  office  mail. 
The  nearest  radio  station  is  CBX,  three  miles 
east  of  the  town.  It  is  a  50,000-watt  CBC  station. 
A  newspaper,  "The  Lacombe  Globe",  is  pub- 
lished weekly. 


Financial  Facilities:  Bank  of  Montreal,  Royal  Bank 
of  Canada,  Treasury  Branch. 

Tourist  Accommodation:  Hotels:  Lacombe,  36  rooms, 
and  Empress,  29  rooms.  Motels:  Park  Inn  Motel 
and  Empress  Motel.  There  are  facilities  for  trail- 
ers. 

Churches:  Anglican,  Calvary  Tabernacle,  Baptist, 
Roman  Catholic,  Seventh  Day  Adventists,  Uni- 
ted, Bethel  Christian  Reformed,  Full  Gospel, 
Pentecostal,  Open  Bible  Mission,  Free  Methodist, 
and  Grace  Chapel. 

Lodges,  Service  Clubs  and  Societies:  Masons,  I.O.- 
O.F.,  Eastern  Star,  Rebekahs,  Canadian  Order  of 
Foresters,  Board  of  Trade  and  Agriculture,  Cana- 
dian Legion  and  Ladies'  Auxiliary,  Catholic  Wo- 
en's  League,  I.O.D.E.,  Kinsmen,  Lions,  Rotary, 
Women's  Institute,  Red  Cross,  Fish  and  Game 
Association,  Old  Timers'  Association,  Minister- 
ial Association,  Agricultural  Society,  Horticul- 
tural Society,  Garden  Club,  Wool  Growers 
Association,  Cattle  Breeders  Association,  Home 
and  School,  Artificial  Breeders  Association, 
Hospital  Auxiliary. 

Education:  The  town  schools  constitute  Lacombe 
School  District.  Forty-three  teachers  offer  in- 
■struction  in  grades  1-12  to  1,074  pupils.  There 
are  2,142  pupils  in  the  school  division  with  128 
teachers.  Forty-seven  school  vans  transport  rural 
students. 

The  Canadian  Union  College  offers  courses 
in  theology,  agriculture,  pre-med.,  pre-nursing 
arts,  painting  and  woodwork. 

Teachers  are  available  for  piano,  string  and 
wind  instruments. 

Trading  Area:  The  trading  area  population  is  esti- 
mated at  7,682. 

Industrial  Development:  Lacombe,  centre  of  a  prolific 
mixed  farming  area,  is  now  in  a  position  to  sup- 
port major  industries.  Discovery  in  recent  years 
of  ample  supplies  of  gas  and  oil  plus  excellent 
sites  along  a  paved  highway  and  railway  offer 
industry  unexcelled  opportunity.  Sites  are  ser- 
viced with  all  utilities.  There,  are  numerous 
serviced  residential  sites  readily  available. 


For  further  information  about  Lacombe,  write 

TOWN  SECRETARY, 
TOWN  of  LACOMBE,  ALBERTA 
or 

Director  of  Industrial  Development, 
Legislative  Building, 
Edmonton,  Alta. 


